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Lingua Anglicana

o           o

Orientalis:

Vars.  Sinens.  et Japon.

MOST people know the story of the English-
woman who arrived at a French hotel and
asked for a room with a nice "matelot" instead of
"matelas/* It may or may not seem a funny story the
first time one hears it, but it is a chastening story.
The English are still bad linguists. Too few of them
learn foreign languages, and many who do, learn
them about as well as the unfortunate lady. As we
know, they are lazy and self-conscious, but when they
overcome these failings, they learn a foreign language
as well as many nationalities and better than some.
They are, for example, better linguists than the
French, or the Japanese, and worse than the Dutch,
the Cllinese, or the Indians. I believe that what irri-
tates foreigners about this English characteristic is not
the failing in itself, but the lack of humility, even the
complacency, and sometimes even the arrogance. It
is indeed amusing to observe the bewilderment, not